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 Thanksgiving’s 
Origins 
    By: Riley Villone 

On the last Thursday of 
November, Thanksgiving, 
many Americans join 
together with friends and 
family to share a dinner and 
things in their life they are 
thankful for. Although many 
celebrate this holiday, many 
do not know the origins of 
this celebration, 

It all began on 
September 20, 1620, when 
the Mayflower reached 
Plymouth Rock. The incoming 
pilgrims contained limited 
knowledge regarding 
survival. Their population 
had dropped substantially 
aboard the ship; however, 
upon reaching shore their 
numbers dropped even more 
due to their limited 
knowledge. During the 
enraging and uncontrollable 
weather conditions the 
settlers faced once Winter fell 
upon them, over half of their 
original population passed.  

Once Spring arrived 
and saved them from the 
brutal cold, the pilgrims 
began to expand their travels 
and settled ashore. In doing 
so they began to stumble 

across Natives. Their first 
encounter entailed an Abeki 
Indian who already knew 
their language.  Several days 
later, he returned with yet 
another Native American, 
Squanto, a member of the 
Pawtuxet tribe. Squanto had 
been kidnapped by an English 
sea captain and sold into 
slavery before escaping to 
London and returning to his 
homeland on an exploratory 
expedition. The Native’s and 
the Pilgrims were now able to 
communicate ideas and trade 
due to Squanto’s ability to 
speak both languages. The 
Natives taught the Settlers 
how to survive in the given 
climate, and the pilgrims 
shared their advanced 
technology and their secrets 
likewise. 

In the upcoming fall, 
November 1621,  the elected 
governor, William Bradford, 
declared a celebratory feast 
in honor of their successful 
harvest, all thanks to their 
new friends. The feast lasted 
three days, each Native Tribe 
and family bringing their own 
dish to the table; this resulted 
in a plethora of diverse foods 
from lobster, potatoes, deer, 
and even swans. 
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The second 
Thanksgiving celebration was 
held in 1623 to mark the end 
of a long drought that had 
threatened the year’s harvest. 
The feast was then celebrated 
annually, or biannually, after 
that. During the American 
Revolution, multiple 
Thanksgivings were held a 
year.  This prompted a 
moment of hope and 
thankfulness in a time of 
chaos.  Presidents George 
Washington, John Adams, and 
James Madison, all declared 
days of thanks, or 
Thanksgivings, throughout 
their presidencies. These 
were issued in times of 
sorrow or at the conclusion of 
chaos to, yet again, present a 

bit of hope to the American 
people. 

In 1817 states, New 
York being the first, began to 
adopt the old tradition, 
Thanksgiving, as a State 
holiday.  Sarah Josepha Hale, 
a renowned magazine editor, 
proposed the idea of simply 
declaring Thanksgiving a 
national holiday held the 
fourth Thursday of 
November. This idea was 
accepted in 1861 by 
President Abraham Lincoln, 
and has been celebrated ever 
since.  

As this Thanksgiving 
nears, let it be a day of hope 
for a better tomorrow, as well 
as a reminder of the joys of 
life today. 
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Diane Burr Race 
 By: Jackie Swanson 

This year’s Diane Burr race was one for 
the books! With almost 200 runners and 
walkers and a few generous donors, The 
Diane Burr Memorial Fund was able to 
raise over $5,000 to put towards helping 
local families cope with cancer and for the 
upkeep of the Thomaston track and 
tennis courts. Besides the influx of 
Thomaston locales, participants from 
Avon, New Hartford, Waterbury and 
many other towns in Connecticut came to 
join in on the fun. There were even people 
from Massachusetts, New York, and New 
Jersey! The event started with the Fun 
Run, where the younger kids raced to the 
finish line while following our own Jack 
McMahon and Briana Grecco. After all of 
the kids got their energy out, the 5k 
began. People lined up and cheered as the 

runners passed by. With a time of 18:45, 
James Thompson from Bristol came in 
first, but Jacob Field was right behind him 
and finished with a time of 19:01. Many 
students from Thomaston placed in the 
top five in their age group with some 
impressive times. After the race, 
participants enjoyed some food donated 
by Tony’s Coffee Express and Mona Lisa. 
Overall, it was a day full of fun! 

 

 

Light Up The Town 
By: Michelle Morrison 

Light up the Town has been a 

Thomaston tradition that celebrates the 

start of the holidays with the community 

in a night of fun, food, and of course, 

lights. This gathering is always held on 

the first saturday after Thanksgiving, 

which falls on the 24th of November this 

year. This year will be the 24th 

Celebration of Light Up the Town, and 

we hope to see you all there in a 

celebration of this timeless tradition! 
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Gobble, Gobble! Turkey Cake Pops! 
By: Lex Theriault 

These turkey cake pops are 
perfect for an edible craft 
on Thanksgiving! 

Prep Time  Cook Time Total  

2 hrs. and 30 min. 30 min.  3 hrs.  

 
Author: Miss CandiQuik        Serves: 40 

Ingredients: 

● 1 box spice cake mix (plus ingredients 
for cake mix) 

● ½ cup cream cheese frosting 
● 2 packages (16 oz) Chocolate 

CANDIQUIK Candy Coating 
● 40 Ritz crackers 
● 1 bag candy corn 
● Sprinkles: hearts and candy eyes 
● 40 lollipop sticks 
● Styrofoam block (to set cake pops in 

while drying) 
● Optional: Small (1/2") pretzel pieces 

(legs) 

Instructions: 

1. Prepare and bake cake mix as 
directed on box. 

2. Crumble cake into a large bowl. Add 
frosting and mix thoroughly (it may 
be easier to use fingers to mix 
together). 

3. Chill for approximately 2 hours in 
the refrigerator (you can speed this 
up by placing in the freezer). While 
cake mixture is chilling, prepare the 
“feathers” of the turkeys by 
gathering the candy corn and round 
crackers. 

4. Melt Chocolate CANDIQUIK 
according to the directions on 
package. 

5. Dip crackers in chocolate 
CANDIQUIK and place on wax paper. 
Before dry, attach 4 pieces of candy 

corn on the top edge of each cracker. 
Let dry. 

6. Roll cake mixture into 1” sized balls; 
place on a wax paper covered 
baking sheet. Insert a lollipop stick 
into each cake ball. 

7. Re-melt Chocolate CANDIQUIK for 
15 seconds or until smooth again. Be 
careful not to overheat. 

8. Dip cake pops in melted 
CANDIQUIK, coating completely and 
allow excess coating to drip off...and 
work quickly with the following 
instructions: 

9. Press a candy corn on the center of 

the cake pop as the nose. You might 
need to hold it there for a few 
seconds so it doesn't fall over. 

10. Next, attach the 2 eye sprinkles. 
11. Finally, press a heart sprinkle 

(upside-down) below the candy 
corn nose. (Be careful not to touch 
the chocolate coating.) 

12. Before the cake pop is completely 
dry, press and hold a chocolate 
coated cracker against the back of 
the turkey's head until attached, this 
should only take about 15 seconds. 
Place cake pop in the Styrofoam 
block to dry. 

Link to Website: 
http://blog.candiquik.com/turkey-cak

e-pops/ 
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Geometry Bubble  

Fun Fact! The Mathematician who invented the square root was assassinated for it, as 

the other mathematicians at the time were afraid of the implications of irrational 

numbers! Remember, if you find another solution to our problems you can post it and 

see if you get a prize! (Note: for construction challenges, one is only allowed to use a 

straightedge and a compass.) 

 

Let’s try making a circle within one that’s larger by a factor of √(2). Here’s one solution: 

1. Take a circle and find its center. 

2. From that circle, using a 

straightedge, cross the circle into 

quarters. 

3. Using the 0, 90, 180, and 270 

degree-points, construct a square 

4. A circle drawn within that square 

will be smaller than the large by 

the given factor (√(2)). 

5. Thus a solution is obtained! 

Brought to you by Euclid S. Hypotenuse 
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Fall Word Search 

By: Marina Dauti 
Instructions: Try to find all of the hidden Autumn/Fall words in the word search puzzle 

below. (Words can be spelled forwards, backwards, diagonally, up, or down.) 

 

Colors Frost Orange 

Corn Geese Pears 

Cozy Harvest Red 

Deciduous Leaf Season 

                     Ducks                                                      Migration                                     Sweater  
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Shower Thoughts 
By: Jackie Swanson 

1. It would be pretty bad if someone who had recently eaten trail mix performed 

mouth to mouth resuscitation on someone who was severely allergic to nuts. 

2. Checking a social media app aimlessly is the equivalence of opening the fridge for no 

reason. 

3. You never realize how bad a driver you are until you have groceries in the back seat. 

4. Venus Fly Traps seemed like they were going to be a bigger problem in adulthood. 

5. Air fresheners actually make the air more toxic. 

6. For a brief time, we all had two full sets of teeth in our skulls. 

7. If someone says they have cookie dough, it’s always assumed that it’s chocolate chip 

cookie dough.  

8. Those who ask “can you keep a secret” are the ones who can’t keep secrets. 

9. When someone says nearly 30 years ago, you think of the 70s but it’s actually the 

90s. 

10. You never realize how much power you put into a step until you stub your toe. 

11. There’s a body in nobody even though there is no body. 

12. Kids born in the early 2000s are now older than most of the characters in the shows 

they watched. 

13. Anyone who bought a clown fish because they like Finding Nemo missed the point of 

the movie.  
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Give Thanks! 
By: Mel Skrepi and Alexandria Burns 

 What is your 
favorite part of 
Thanksgiving? 

What are you 
thankful for this 
Thanksgiving? 

What does the 
term “give 

thanks” mean to 
you? 

What is your 
favorite 

Thanksgiving 
Day food? 

Ms. Flanagan Spending time 
with my family.  

My parents are 
home, and I get 
to see them, and 
Thanksgiving is 
on my dad's 
birthday, and my 
kids are excited 
about it too. 

To be 
appreciative, and 
to make sure the 
people in your 
life know you 
appreciate them. 

Stuffing! I get 
three kinds of 
stuffing on 
Thanksgiving! 

Mr. McMullen Being with my 
family. 

Health, my 
family's health.  

To give to 
somebody else 
something that 
they normally 
wouldn’t have.  

Pumpkin pie. 

Mr. Olsen I find 
Thanksgiving 
relaxing, where 
some other 
holidays are a 
little more 
stressful. It’s a 
nice holiday that 
you can spend 
with your family. 
It’s nice. 

I am thankful 
that my family 
will be with me 
because they are 
not always. 
Everybody will 
be here for 
Thanksgiving, 
which is nice. I 
am thankful for 
my new 
daughter-in-law. 
I am thankful for 
the usual stuff as 
well, health, 
happiness, etc. 

I am rooted in 
Christian belief, 
so I am thankful 
for God.  

The whole 
package. I love 
the whole 
traditional 
Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

Mr. Long Eating so much 
that I get sleepy! 
I love to eat until 
I’m sleepy…. 

I am thankful for 
my family the 
most, and I’m 
also thankful for 
my relative good 
health, and that I 
can still walk and 

Spending time 
with family, and 
helping other 
people around 
this time.  

Mashed 
potatoes! 
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play sports at 
this age.  

Ms. Neilson Being with my 
family. 

I am thankful for 
friends, family, 
my dogs, and 
good health. 
They’re all 
important. 

I think it means 
to show 
appreciation to 
others for all that 
they do, and to 
express gratitude 
towards them. 

The turkey with 
gravy on top! 

Conner 
Bothroyd 

The food. Family. To be thankful. The turkey. 

Liliana Sela Being around 
and bonding with 
my family  

I’m thankful for 
my friends and 
family. I’m most 
thankful for 
Genesis and 
Anya, my best 
friends. 

To me, the term 
give thanks 
means to thank 
the lord, God, for 
everything good 
in your life. 

Probably mashed 
potatoes with 
gravy and turkey. 

Riley Villone Spending time 
with my family. 

My family. It means to just 
appreciate 
everything in 
your life.  

Apple Pie! 

Breanna 
Miclette 

Seeing my family. Family and 
Friends. 

Appreciating 
what you have.  

Hoodish; green 
beans, beef, and 
sauce. It’s really 
good. 

Anna Scougall The food. The people who 
have been there 
for me. 

Being grateful for 
all the good stuff 
you have. 

Mashed potatoes. 

Kaylyn 
Barberette 

Seeing my family 
and friends and 
having a good 
time. 

I am thankful for 
my family and 
friends who love 
and support me. 

Give thanks 
means to 
appreciate what 
you have and to 
tell your friends 
& family how 
much they mean 
to you. 

Turnips. 
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Drama Club 
Drama Club is right around the corner! The theatre season is upon us now, 

and this years production of Little Shop of Horrors is just kicking off! 

Callbacks for auditions have been postponed until next week, but the cast 

list is greatly anticipated. Little Shop of Horrors is a musical about a lowly 

lowershop assistant Seymour, who is in love with his coworker. One day, 

Seymour finds a strange plant during an eclipse which is much more than it 

seems. It is a charming and original show that surely will be fantastic.  
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Thanksgiving FUN FACTS! 
By: Lex Theriault 

1.) The first Thanksgiving was held in the Autumn of 1621! 

2.) The first Thanksgiving was actually a three-day celebration! 

3.) Thanksgiving didn't become a national holiday until over 200 
years later!  

4.) Thanksgiving was almost a fast — not a feast!  

5.) The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1924! 

6.) Wild turkeys can run 20 miles per hour when they are scared!  

7.) About 46 million turkeys are cooked on Thanksgiving each year! 

8.) The heaviest turkey on record, according to the Guinness Book of Records, 
weighs 86 pounds! 

9.) Female turkeys (called hens) do not gobble! 

10.) The average turkey for Thanksgiving weighs about 15 pounds!  
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Thomaston History 
By: Ryan Jose 

 

November 1933 - A quart of milk costs 14¢. 

 

November 1934 - Fancy native tukey  

sells for 50¢. 

 

November 1951 - The first traffic light  

in town was installed at the intersection 

of Main, Clay and Union Streets. 

 

November 1952 - Voters approved the  

creation of Black Rock School in  

a 238 - 83 vote. 
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