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Penny Wars 

By Jackie Swanson 

For the past week and a half, the school has taken part in a competition to see 

which grade could rack up the most pennies and dollar bills for our Penny War. At first, 

people would walk by and throw in their change from lunch and some extra coins that 

were sitting at the bottom of their bags for months. However a couple of days into the 

race, we saw more and more students dragging bags full of pennies and silver coins and 

eventually, people started dropping singles, fives, tens, and a couple of twenty dollar 

bills into the jar. All of the grades were very close, but in the end, the seniors came out 

victorious! The 12th grade was rewarded with a movie for the last two periods of the day. 

The money raised will be going to people affected by the recent California wildfires to 

help with recovery. Thank you to all who participated! 
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Remembering Stan Lee 

 

December 28th, 1922-November 12th, 2018 

Stanley Martin Lieber was born in 

Manhattan in 1922--almost 100 years 

ago. Few artists have had the kind of 

success that Stan Lee experienced in his 

lifetime. Aside from serving in World 

War II from 1942-1945, Lee worked in 

the comic industry his entire life.  In 

1961, Lee was discouraged with the state 

of comics, which had become 

meaningless and focused on slapstick 

humor--he was about to give up on 

comics altogether. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lee wanted to create deeper characters 

who exhibited flaws and weaknesses, 

rather than a perfectly idea hero. With 

nothing left to lose, he created the 

Fantastic Four with Jack Kirby, and the 

rest is history. Alongside other talented 

artists like Steve Ditko (Spiderman) and 

Larry Lieber, Lee and Kirby built the 

Marvel Universe, which has grown to a 

point of unparalleled fame. Today, these 

flawed heroes who once belonged to 

small but fiercely dedicated fan bases 

have become household names. As fans 

eagerly await upcoming  films like 

Captain Marvel, Avengers: End Game, 

and Spiderman: Far from Home, we 

remember and thank Stan Lee for the 

Marvel Universe!  
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Geometry Bubble  
Remember, if you find another solution to our problems you can send it to 

jonsmuliac@thomastonschools.org and see if you get a prize! (Note: for construction challenges, 

one is only allowed to use a straightedge and a compass.) 

 

Try Constructing a Pentagon inside a Circle: 

1. Take the diameter of circle O, 

intersecting at points A and B. 

2. A point lying on a line perpendicular 

to the center intersects circle O at C. 

3. The midpoint (D) of the line in (2) 

forms circle Q with radius meeting 

point C. 

4. A line drawn through B and D 

intersect circle Q at points E and F. 

5. Circles drawn around point B with 

radius points E and F intersect circle 

O at points G, H, I, and J. 

6. Connect points A, G, I, and J to form 

a pentagon. 

Brought to you by Euclid S. Hypotenuse  

 

5 

 

mailto:jonsmuliac@thomastonschools.org


 

 

Caroling Club 
 

Tis the Season to be Jolly! 

This year’s Caroling Club was a big success! From Saint Nicholas’ Day to the day 

before break, the Holiday Cheer was spread loud and clear! 

Now, I regret to inform you all that I will no longer be part of the club (though I 

will continue in college)! Gwendalyn Hoffman has won the position of Chief Caroling 

Officer by popular vote, and will carry on in my place as the manager of all things 

Festive! And so I ask all of you, please carry on the tradition of spreading Joy and Peace 

throughout our school every winter! Keep Caroling Club Alive! 

 

Signing off, and wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, Jon 

Smuliac, CCO. 
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This Month In Thomaston History 

By Ryan Jose 

 

● December 1816 - Seth Thomas Jr. is Born 

 

● December 1954 - Black Rock School opens with  

an enrollment of 102 children 

 

● December 1962- A heated debate takes place over 

 the expense of $800,000 for a new section of  

the sewer system 

 

● December 1965 - Thomaston's first foreign 

exchange student, heads to New Zealand 

 

● December 1969- The construction contract for the  

Green Manor elderly housing project is approved  
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Holiday Grid  
By Mel Shkrepi  

 What is yours 
favorite part 
about this time 
of year? 

Do you have a 
favorite holiday 
tradition? 

What’s your 
favorite 
Christmas 
movie? 

What’s your 
favorite 
Christmas 
song? 

Ms. Stancavage Being with my 
family.  

My parents, who 
are 89, still with 
us, slow dance 
to “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing 
Santa Claus” 
every Christmas 
Eve. 

It’s a Wonderful 
Life 

“What Child is 
This” by Josh 
Groban 

Ms. Thomas The presents.  Decorating the 
christmas tree, 
and listening to 
christmas carols.  

A Christmas 
Story 

“Mary, did you 
know?” 

Ms. Laplante  Everybody's 
happy.  

We always have 
a big gathering 
on Christmas 
Eve with my 
family.  

Elf “White 
Christmas” 

Olivia Grenier Spending time 
with my family, 
and participating 
in all the holiday 
festivities.  

My whole family 
gets together 
and we pretty 
much make food 
holiday games 
on Christmas 
Eve.  

Santa Claus is 
Comin’ to Town 

“Jingle Bells”  

Cara Smail Being able to 
see family. 

Not really, for 
Christmas Eve 
we usually just 
go to my 
grandparents. 

A Year Without 
Santa Claus 

“Jingle Bell 
Rock” 

Alfred Valero Spending time 
with family. 

We pick out a 
Christmas tree 

Home Alone “Simply Having 
a Wonderful 
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every other year, 
and we mostly 
just go see 
family.  

Christmas Time” 
by Paul 
McCartney 

Dan Paul Spreading 
kindness, and 
being with loved 
ones.  

Traditions differ 
from year to 
year.  

I’m not really 
sure, I like them 
all! 

“Last Christmas” 
by Wham! 
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Girl’s Basketball  

By Erin Fainer 

 

Winter sports have just begun and girl’s basketball is ready to rumble! With a lot of 

young talent, the opening game didn’t go quite as smoothly as expected. On December 

10, JV overcame the yellowjackets while the varsity girls got stung. Two days later, the 

same scenario played out when the team lost to Lewis Mills. “Looking forward into the 

season, I am confident that we will be able to utilize our potential and make the most of 

our young talent,” said team captain Emily Root. The starting lineup for the week: 

freshman forward coming in at 5’10 ½”, Sydney Eggleton, sophomore guard/forward 

Emma Kahn, junior guard Sydney Stevenson, junior point guard Emily Root, and senior 

guard Megan Guay. Coming in hot off the bench are freshman Emma Sanson and 

sophomore Evan Doyle. They are improving every day and are ready to click soon. 

Please come out and support them because the game is just about to get good!  
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Holiday Fun Facts 
By Michelle Morrison 

 

1. The first artificial Christmas Tree wasn’t a tree at all. It was created out of goose                

feathers that were dyed green.  

2. “Jingle Bells” was the first song to be broadcast from space. 

3. Harry Truman was the first president to celebrate Hanukkah at the White House. 

4. The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh began in 1819 and was created by 

Washington Irving, the same author who dreamt up the Headless Horseman. 

5. In Poland, spiders are considered to be symbols of prosperity and goodness at 

Christmas.  

6.  “White Christmas”, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”, “Winter Wonderland”, 

“The Christmas Song”, and “I’ll Be Home for Christmas”, plus the melody for “O 

Holy Night”, were all written or co-written by Jews. 

7. Nova Scotia is the world’s leading exporter of Christmas trees. 

8. Alabama became the first US state to declare Christmas as a legal holiday in 1836 

and the last was Oklahoma, in 1907. 

9. Different names of SANTA CLAUS around the world include: Kriss Kringle in 

Germany, Le Befana in Italy, Pere Noel in France, and Deushka Moroz 

(Grandfather Frost) in Russia. 

10. The most expensively dressed Christmas tree–valued at $11,026,900–was seen in 

the United Arab Emirates last year. 
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Top 10 Christmas Movies/Shows 

By Alex Burns  

1.Peanuts; Charlie Brown’s 

Christmas 

 

 

2. Friends; The One with the 

Holiday Armadillo (Season 7, 

Episode 10) 

 

 

3. It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Elf (2003) 

 

5. Home Alone (1990) 

 

 

6. A Christmas Carol a.k.a. 

Scrooge (1951, 1999, 2009) 
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7. A Christmas Story (1983) 

 

 

8. An American Tail (1986)

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

(2000) 

 

 

10. The Santa Clause (There’s 3!) 

(1994) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

13 

 



 

 

    Shower Thoughts 

By Jackie Swanson 

1. Santa probably regrets giving coal to all those naughty kids now that global 

warming is threatening his habitat.  

2. What if you share a body with another person and they take over while you sleep.  

3. If the multi universe theory is true, is there a universe where it isn’t? 

4. What would happen if Pinocchio said his nose was going to grow? 

5. You’ve probably once had a dream so vivid that you think it is a memory even 

though it never really happened.  

6. The nursery rhyme never says that Humpty Dumpty was an egg. 

7. The brain named itself.  

8. If you count in either direction, starting from 0, your lips won’t touch until you 

reach one million.  

9. While the earth fought two world wars and humanity created TV’s, Internet, 

smartphones etc., Neptune hasn’t circled the sun once. 

10. Four is the only number that has the same amount of letters as its actual value.  

11. Made in China stickers are made in Korea.  

12. You can’t hum while holding your nose closed. 

13. If you choose not to make a choice, you made a choice.  
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December Horoscopes 

By Makenzie Thomas 

Aries 
March 21-April 19 

 
Savvy business 

moves are 
made—trust your 

gut! 

Taurus 
April 20-May 20 

 
 Focus on self love 
today, too: get a 

massage or eat a 
delicious meal. 

Gemini 
May 21-June 20 

 
Your intuition is 

especially robust 
at this time. 

Cancer 
June 21-July 22 

 
You get a glimpse 

of the more 
emotional and 
messy sides of 
these friends. 

Leo 
July 23-Aug 22 

 
Bad habits are 

conquered. 

Virgo 
Aug 23-Sep 22 

 
You’re in a 

mischievous 
mood later this 
afternoon and 
find yourself 

enjoying some 
intense 

discussions. 

Libra 
Sep 23-Oct 22 

 
Today is a day for 

the latter. 

Scorpio 
Oct 23-Nov 21 

 
Your partners are 
as intense as you 
are—and feeling 

feisty, too! 

Sagittarius 
Nov 22-Dec 21 

 
You make some 

powerful personal 
changes at home, 
in your personal 
life, and at work, 

too. 

Capricorn 
Dec 22-Jan 19 

 
Passion is in the 

air and an exciting 
conversation 

takes place—have 
fun! 

Aquarius 
Jan 20-Feb 18 

 
Powerful 

emotions come 
up for you, so 

take time alone to 
process. 

Pisces 
Feb 19-March 20 

 
Some very 
powerful 

conversations and 
social connections 

will be made 
today. 
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Winter Wonderland Word Search 
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Sudoku 
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