
Dear Student and Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to AP Psychology.  I will begin my sixth year at Thomaston High School this fall.  I 
previously taught for 8 years at Torrington High School and at Bristol Adult Education for 7 
years.  This will also be my sixth year teaching this course for which I have attended two AP 
endorsed institutes - one in Boston and the other at Taft School.  I hope you will find the content 
as relevant as I do and therefore enjoy all that it has to offer. 
 
Psychology is a course that you will find directly applicable to your own life, though I caution 
you not to apply the lessons too closely as psychology is a young field of study and the 
classroom is not always the best place to carry out psychological studies.  You will, however, 
begin to look anew at the human behavior you witness on a daily basis.  The course will allow 
you to put yourself “into someone else’s shoes” and develop compassion for those who struggle 
day to day or who suffer with mental health issues.  Additionally, you will develop the ability to 
think critically about individual behavior, as a key goal in psychology is to identify specific 
behaviors, explain those behaviors, anticipate the behaviors and modify the behaviors. 
 
As we prepare for the exam to be given on May 12, 2020, we will review 14 specific topics in 
psychology and develop the ability to think as psychologists from different perspectives - both 
traditional and contemporary.   Additionally, you will be asked to reflect upon the methods 
employed by psychologists and the ethics involved in carrying out experiments.  Again, the 
many real world connections present in the psychology content demonstrate the course’s 
relevance; something that can sometimes be difficult for students to understand in other social 
studies courses. 
 
You must be aware that the content of this course is often mature and students can expect to 
encounter issues that may be controversial and possibly upsetting or embarrassing as we 
examine case studies through the textbook, film, literature and other resources.  Students 
should not attempt to apply lessons learned to their own personal situations or that of others. 
Students sometimes share personal information which should not be shared beyond this class. 
 
I hope that you look forward to the class as much as I do.  Your first step toward success in the 
class begins with the summer assignment, which you will find on the following pages.  I will 
warn you that the summer assignments and content are not typical of the course; though by the 
end of the course, you will have read the entire text.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Terri Franzi 
tfranzi@thomastonschools.org 
(860) 302-1566 (c)  

mailto:tfranzi@thomastonschools.org


AP Psychology 
Summer Work 

 
Due Dates: 

1. Notes will be due on the 1st day of classes - August 28th (All notes are to be 
taken by hand.) 

2. Free Response Question:  Due 2nd Day of Class (August 29th) (See tips on 
responding to the FRQ below.  It is NOT an essay.  Do not write a thesis 
paragraph.) 

3. Unit Assessments will be due on the 2nd day of classes (August 29th) 
 
Unit 1 - Psychology’s History and Approaches 

● Read and outline pages 1-31 
● Complete Module Assessments on pages 12, 23, and 32 (multiple choice only) and Unit 1 

Assessment p. 34 (multiple choice only) 
 
Unit 2 - Research Methods 

● Read and outline p. 38-71 
● Complete the Module Assessments on pages 41,  48-49, 58, 64-65, and 73 (multiple 

choice only) and Unit 2 Assessment p. 74-76 (multiple choice only) 
 

Free Response Question 
● The Free Response Question is 33% of the AP exam.  Choose EITHER the FRQ #2 on 

page 34 of the Unit 1 Assessment OR FRQ #2 or #3 on p. 77 of the Unit 2 assessment 
and respond. 

● Tips on responding to the FRQ 
○ Respond directly to the question.  Be direct, concise and to-the-point - no fluff 

necessary. 
○ Define terms as directed. 
○ Give examples and real life applications as often as possible. Don’t be shy about 

making up situations. 
○ When starting new paragraphs or new topics, switch pen color, using black and/or 

blue ink only. 
○ DO NOT write a formal essay (thesis, body, etc.) 
○ Use the examples highlighted in green at the end of each section and unit to guide 

you in the structure of your response 
 


